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despised our good preacher, but threatened that one day,
as he had done to Hippocrates and Galen, he would set
Luther's and the Pope's heads right. He also said that none
so far who had written about the Holy Scriptures had
grasped their right meaning. I don't know how much
more nonsense he said which I would be ashamed to re-
late here. ..." [A paragraph, omitted here, will be found
on p. 137.]
"He did not care for women and I believe he never
had doings with any. In the beginning he was very modest, so
that up to his twenty-fifth year, I believe he never touched
wine. Later on he learned how to drink and even challenged
an inn full of peasants to drink with him and drank them
under the table, now and then putting his finger in his mouth
like a swine."2
Dr. Johan Weyer (Wierus), who had requested this informa-
tion on Paracelsus, inserted it in his work on The Magic of
Demons. Wierus' approach to the problem of witchcraft has
earned him the fame of being the first to publish a book on
psychiatry. However, he was well aware that Paracelsus had
preceded him in this field and appeared pleased to have a rival
disparaged. Posterity, however, has discerned, in this damag-
ing letter, involuntary tributes to Paracelsus' genius, his fanat-
ical zeal, and the unrelenting energy which made him an ex-
acting master. His secretaries could not keep up with the
stream of his lectures and manuscripts. Paracelsus' obsession
with his work is confirmed by other witnesses:
"It is true that he enjoyed drinking. But, on the other
hand, when he had undertaken anything he scarcely ate
or drank until he had finished his work, and then, when he
felt free, he became mightily merry."3